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BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Lee Childâ€™s The Hard Way. Six shots. Five dead.

One heartland city thrown into a state of terror. But within hours the cops have it solved: a

slam-dunk case. Except for one thing. The accused man says: You got the wrong guy. Then he

says: Get Reacher for me. And sure enough, from the world he lives inâ€”no phone, no address, no

commitmentsâ€“exâ€“military investigator Jack Reacher is coming. In Lee Childâ€™s astonishing

new thriller, Reacherâ€™s arrival will change everythingâ€”about a case that isnâ€™t what it seems,

about lives tangled in baffling ways, about a killer who missed one shotâ€“and by doing so give Jack

Reacher one shot at the truth.â€¦ The gunman worked from a parking structure just thirty yards

awayâ€“point-blank range for a trained military sniper like James Barr. His victims were in the wrong

place at the wrong time. But why does Barr want Reacher at his side? There are good reasons why

Reacher is the last person Barr would want to see. But when Reacher hears Barrâ€™s own words,

he understands. And a slam-dunk case explodes. Soon Reacher is teamed with a young defense

lawyer who is working against her D.A. father and dueling with a prosecution team that has an

explosive secret of its own. Like most things Reacher has known in life, this case is a complex

battlefield. But, as always, in battle, Reacher is at his best. Moving in the shadows, picking his

spots, Reacher gets closer and closer to the unseen enemy who is pulling the strings. And for

Reacher, the only way to take him down is to know his ruthlessness and respect his cunningâ€“and

then match him shot for shotâ€¦.
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We've read all eight of the Jack Reacher books and absolutely love this singular character. And in

"One Shot" we found one of the best books we've ever read -- how's that for high praise! First,

Reacher is perhaps the best new leading man of this decade: as smart as Nero Wolfe; as honest

and personable as a Dick Francis hero; and as physically fit and resourceful as Arnold

Schwarzenegger, with the type of will that enables him to break a bad guy's neck without a second

of indecision. Second, Child has created a plot with such gripping suspense, we stayed up till 3 a.m.

to finish this -- we can't even remember the last time we were up much past midnight! And the

supporting cast, including two women, were so appealing, with characters crafted so well, we'd

almost like to see more of them as well.The story gets off to a hot start when a sniper mows down

(with six rifle shots) five random people innocently leaving their place of work. The guy seems to

have expertly planned his attack, yet leaves behind such a wealth of forensic evidence that even a

CSI rookie could have followed the trail and snagged the killer, as did the local Indiana small city

cops just hours later that night. The arrested man, James Barr, who turns out to be a Gulf War Army

sniper, says almost nothing, but finally denies his guilt and asks for Jack Reacher. Reacher hears

about the deed on national TV and sets out for the town before he knew he had been tangentially

involved. Meanwhile Barr gets almost killed in prison overnight and is in a coma in the hospital.

When Reacher shows up and sees the case from the police side, he is also convinced it's open and

shut -- and we're left wondering where this is all going.

Lee Child's main character, Jack Reacher, is the modern day equivalent of a gunslinger. The idea of

a man of honor, who served honorably and well in the military of his country, coming back to roam

the country unfettered by traditional lifestyles or bonds....well, it makes for compelling plotting (and

takes me back to my childhood, with all those westerns in black and white). I've been a fan since the

beginning of this series, despite Child's early lack of in depth research and some significant editing

problems. In this, Reacher's 9th outing, the newest book, "One Shot", Child serves up more

delicious action as Reacher is drawn into a small city incident of what appears to be terrorism.The

sniper shoots and kills six people. He takes few pains at hiding his identity, and he's picked up in a



police probe that is a slam dunk. The evidence against him is so compelling that only his sister

holds out any hope for the fact that he is innocent. Reacher doesn't want to save him. He arrives on

the scene to cement the thought that the man is capable of such an act, citing an earlier act of

conduct while in the military that seems to echo in the current shootings. But it doesn't take long for

Reacher to become uncomfortable with the circumstances, and with the clumsy efforts of some

force, some unknown powers who are framing the sniper and running scared that Reacher will find

out.The climax of the story is without parallel, and, once again, Reacher compels the reader by both

his various "tough guy" idiosyncrasies and his ability to extricate himself and others from tense and

action packed situations.Now, don't get me wrong, the villains in question are way over the top, both

in their plotting and in their identities and foibles.
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